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Introduction

‣Digital Humanities
‣The Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese 

(OCOJ)
‣Research

•The Lexicon
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Digital Humanities

‣Digital Humanities
•What is DH?

-the use of technology for research in the 
humanities

-creation and dissemination of research 
tools 

‣Digital Humanities @ Oxford
•Oxford is well known for DH research.
•Text Encoding Initiative (TEI)
•http://digital.humanities.ox.ac.uk
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The OCOJ

‣The Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese
•http://vsarpj.orinst.ox.ac.uk/corpus/
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The OCOJ

‣People
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The OCOJ

‣Verb semantics and argument realization 
in pre-modern Japanese (VSARPJ)
•http://vsarpj.orinst.ox.ac.uk
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The OCOJ

‣The OCOJ is marked up with XML tags 
following the guidelines of the Text Encoding 
Initiative.
‣XML tags:

•<s>…</s> for sentences
•<cl>…</cl> for clauses
•<phr>…</phr> for phrases
•<w>…</w> for word-like things
•<m>…</m> for morphemes
•<c>…</c> for characters and orthography
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The OCOJ

‣A poem (MYS.8.1606)
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The OCOJ: Romanization

‣A poem (MYS.8.1606)
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The OCOJ: Orthography

‣When tagging the corpus, we encoded information about 
how a word was written: logographically, phonographically, 
or not written in text.
!
<c type="logo">kimi</c>
<c type="logo">matu</c>
<c type="phon">to</c>
!
<c type="logo">wa</c>
<c type="noLogo">ga</c>
<c type="logo">kwopwi</c>
<c type="logo">woreba</c>
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‣Part of speech, lexeme, and morpheme 
identification
!
<w lemma="L004266">kimi</w>
!
<w type="verb" inflection="adnconc" 
lemma="L031644a">matu </w>
!
<w type="particle" subtype="conj" 
lemma="L000531a">to</w>

The OCOJ: Morphology



‣Markup of phrases, clauses, and sentences

The OCOJ: Syntax





‣Bibliographic information

The OCOJ: Historical information





‣People and place names

The OCOJ: Historical information





‣Plain text view

Displaying data



‣Glossed view

Displaying data



‣Tree view

Displaying data



‣The Lexicon has two main functions:
•It stores information about items in the corpus.
•It allows us to retrieve information.

The Lexicon



‣An entry:

The Lexicon





‣Place names:

The Lexicon



‣People:

The Lexicon



The Lexicon



‣Lexicon entry

Displaying data



‣We can use the information in the OCOJ to look 
for patterns.
‣The online Lexicon allows us to view:

•all texts (plain and glossed views)
•English - OJ and OJ - English dictionaries
•Lists:

- all verbs and number of attestations
- verbs, adjectives, and auxiliaries by conjugation class, by 

inflected forms, and by clause types, verbs by their 
semantic classification, etc.

Research



‣Verbs of motion
•sorted by attestation

Research



!34



!35



!36



!37



!38



!39



‣Displaying data in this way gives us another way 
to study data to hopefully find new patterns.
‣As we enhance our annotation, it will be 

possible to look at different kinds of data.
•mapping of place names, so we can use a map 
to view all texts referencing a given place

•common topics/words used by people of a 
certain age, rank, sex, etc.

‣This is ongoing. We can add information for a 
variety of research topics.

Research



‣Oxford has several DH related networks:
•digitalhumanities@maillist.ox.ac.uk
•digital-editions@maillist.ox.ac.uk
•hicor@maillist.ox.ac.uk

Networks
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