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 Introduction 
◦ Eastern Old Japanese (EOJ) 

◦ The Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese (OCOJ) 

 The present study 
◦ Verbs of directed movement 

◦ Verbs of manner of motion 

◦ Verbs of motion using a vehicle or other means of 

transport 

◦ Transitive verbs of motion 

◦ Purposive motion constructions 

 Discussion 

 

Outline 
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 EOJ refers to the northern and eastern dialects of 8th 
century Japan. 

 240 poems found in Man’yōshū  Books 14 (Azuma uta) 
and 20 (Sakimori uta). 

 EOJ should not be seen as a homogeneous dialect. 
◦ Some poems can be classified into one of three geographic 

regions: Northern (NEOJ), Central (CEOJ), and Southern 
(SEOJ). The majority of poems, however, cannot be classified 
(UEOJ). 

◦ Because the majority of poems cannot be classified it is difficult 
to determine the number of EOJ dialects without a high degree 
of speculation. 

Introduction: EOJ 
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Introduction: EOJ 
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 EOJ texts are almost entirely phonographically written, 
except for place names and some common words, e.g., 
白玉 siratama ‘white jewel, jade’, 父 titi ‘father’, 母 papa 
‘mother’, 道 miti ‘road’. 

 Phonographic writing is typically more reliable than 
logographic writing. 

 However, EOJ poems were presumably written down by 
scribes from the Nara region, who may have 
misrepresented the sounds they were hearing. 

 Much has been written about the phonemic 
correspondences between cOJ and EOJ, and in far 
greater detail than can be explored here. 

Introduction: EOJ 
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 The Oxford Corpus of Old Japanese (OCOJ) is a 

research tool created for the Verb Semantics and 

Argument Realization in Pre-modern Japanese 

(VSARPJ) project at Oxford. 

(http://vsarpj.orinst.ox.ac.uk/)  

 Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research 

Council, UK, £1 million. 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 Project members 
◦ Bjarke FRELLESVIG (Oxford / NINJAL) 

◦ Peter SELLS (York University) 

◦ Stephen Wright HORN (Oxford) 

◦ Kerri L RUSSELL (Oxford) 

 Doctoral students  
◦ Daniel TROTT (Oxford) 

◦ Zixi YOU (Oxford) 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 External members 
◦ Anton ANTONOV (INALCO and CRLAO, Paris) 

◦ Satoshi KINSUI (Osaka University) 

◦ Tomohide KINUHATA (Fukuoka University) 

◦ Yasuhiro KONDO (Aoyama Gakuin / NINJAL) 

◦ Masayoshi SHIBATANI (Rice University / NINJAL) 

◦ Akira WATANABE (University of Tokyo) 

◦ John WHITMAN (NINJAL / Cornell University) 

◦ Yuko YANAGIDA (Tsukuba University) 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 The OCOJ is a corpus of all OJ poetic texts and contains about 
90,000 words. 
◦ Kojiki kayō (古事記歌謡; 712) 

 112 poems; 2527 words 

◦ Nihon shoki kayō (日本書紀歌謡; 720) 
 133 poems; 2444 words 

◦ Fudoki kayō (風土記歌謡; 730s) 
 20 poems; 271 words 

◦ Bussukoseki-ka (仏足石歌; after 753) 
 21 poems; 337 words 

◦ Man’yōshū (万葉集; after 759) 
 4685 poems; 83706 words 

◦ Shoku nihongi kayō (続日本紀歌謡; 797) 
 8 poems; 134 words 

◦ Jōgū shōtoku hōō teisetsu (上宮聖徳法王帝説) 
 4 poems; 60 words 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 The OCOJ is marked up in XML according to the 

standards of the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI). The 

texts are annotated to show: 
◦ Original script and romanization 

◦ Orthography (phonographic, logographic) 

◦ Part of speech, inflection, function 

◦ Lexeme and morpheme identification with a unique ID, 

which is linked to the lexicon 

◦ Syntax 

 Sentences, clauses, phrases 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 The Lexicon is essentially a dictionary created 

alongside the OCOJ. It stores the unique ID and 

information about each item. 

Introduction: The OCOJ 
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 The present study is a preliminary investigation of motion 
verbs attested in EOJ in order to further our 
understanding of argument realization for this class of 
verbs. 

 In order to conduct this study, examples of all verbs of 
motion in EOJ with at least one overt argument were 
extracted from the OCOJ and then analyzed. 

 The motion verbs were divided into various subclasses, 
based on Levin (1993). Purposive motion constructions 
were also examined. 

The Present Study 
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 Verbs of directed movement include verbs involving 
movement or implied movement from one point to 
another. 

 In EOJ, the following verbs of directed movement are 
attested; the number in parentheses is the number of 
attestations with one or more overt argument: 
◦ ide- ‘go out’ (3); ik- ‘go’ (1); ir- ‘enter’ (1); kayup- ‘move across’ 

(1);ko- ‘come’ (10); kwoye- ~ kuye- ‘pass over’ (7); sugwi- ‘pass’ 
(4); watar- ‘cross’ (3); yor- ‘approach’ (1); and yuk- ‘go’ (15). 

 The semantic roles which occur with these verbs are 
agent/theme, goal, path, and source. 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Agent (volitional actor) / theme (non-volitional 

actor) 

 ide- ‘go out’; ik- ‘go’; kayup- ‘move across’; ko- 

‘come’; kwoye- ‘pass over’; sugwi- ‘pass’; yor- 

‘approach’; and yuk- ‘go’ 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Agent/theme NPs can be marked by genitive 

particle ga: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Agent/theme NPs can be marked by genitive 

particle no: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Agent/theme NPs can be unmarked for case: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Goal 

 ide- ‘go out’, ir- ‘enter’, ko- ‘come’, yor- ‘approach’, 

and yuk- ‘go’ 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Goal argument NPs can be marked by allative 

suffix gari: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Goal argument NPs can be marked by EOJ dative 

particle na: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Goal argument NPs can be marked by dative 

particle ni: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Goal argument NPs can be unmarked for case: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Path 

 kwoye- ~ kuye- ‘pass over’; sugwi- ‘pass’; watar- 

‘cross’; and yuk- ‘go’. 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Path NPs can be marked with ablative particle 

kara: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Path NPs can be marked with accusative particle 

wo: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Path NPs can be marked with ablative particle ywo: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Path NPs can be unmarked for case: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Source 

 Occurs only once, with ko- ‘come’. The source NP 

is marked with ablative particle ywo: 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Summary 

Verbs of directed movement 
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 Verbs in this class roughly correspond to Levin’s 

(1993) roll-verbs, a subcategory of manner of 

motion verbs, where the action is non-agentive.  

 In EOJ, the following manner of motion verbs are 

attested with an overt argument at least once: oti- 

‘fall’ (1); tat- ~ tas- ‘rise’ (9); and tirap- ‘scatter ‘ (1).  

 NP arguments selected by these verbs have the 

semantic role of theme or location. 

Verbs of manner of motion 



39 

 Theme 

 tat- ~ tas- ‘rise’ and tirap- ‘scatter’ 

 Theme NP arguments are always unmarked for 

case: 

Verbs of manner of motion 
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 Location 

 oti- ‘fall’ and tat- ~ tas- ‘rise’ 

Verbs of manner of motion 
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 Summary 

Verbs of manner of motion 
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 Verbs of motion in this class use a vehicle or some 

other mode of transportation. 

 There are only two verbs in this category in EOJ 

attested with overt arguments: kog- ‘row’ (3) and 

nor- ‘ride’ (3). 

 Roles attested with verbs in this class are path and 

mode of transportation. 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Path  

 kog- ‘row’ 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Path NP arguments are marked with accusative 

particle wo. 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Mode of transportation 

 nor- ‘ride’  

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Mode of transportation NPs can be marked with 

dative particle ni: 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Mode of transportation NPs can be unmarked for 

case: 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Summary 

Verbs of motion using transport 
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 Transitive verbs of motions involve one entity 

causing another entity to move. 

 kwos- ‘make cross’ (1); pik- ‘pull’ (4); pirop- ‘pick 

up’ (1); pur- ‘shake, wave’ (3); tor- ‘take’ (1); yar- 

‘send away’ (5); and yose- ‘draw close’ (1). 

  The semantic roles attested with verbs in this class 

are theme and goal. 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Theme 

 wos- ‘make cross’, pik- ‘pull’, pirop- ‘pick up’, pur- 

‘shake’, tor- ‘take’, and yar- ‘send away’ 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Theme NPs can be marked with accusative particle 

wo:  

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Theme NPs can be unmarked for case: 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Goal 

 pik- ‘pull’, yar- ‘send away’, and yose- ‘draw close’ 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Goal NPs can be marked with dative particle ni: 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Goal NPs can be marked with allative particle pa: 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Goal NPs can be marked with allative particle pye 

~ pe: 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Summary 

Transitive verbs of motion 
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 Purposive motion constructions express that 

someone goes somewhere in order to do 

something. 

 There are 3 examples of purposive motion 

constructions in EOJ. 

Purposive motion constructions 
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 In this example, sa-ne ni yuku is the predicate and 

the NP wa pa is an agent: 

Purposive motion constructions 
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 In this example, api-mi ni ko-sika is the predicate 

and imo wo is a theme: 

Purposive motion constructions 
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 In the final example, kari ko- is the predicate, and it 

has a theme NP, tamakwosuge, and an agent NP, 

wa ga sekwo: 

Purposive motion constructions 
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 This study presents the semantic roles which occur 

with each of the four subcategories of motion verbs 

found in EOJ: verbs of directed movement (5); 

verbs of manner of motion (3); verbs of motion 

using transport (2); and transitive verbs of motion 

(7). 

Discussion 
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 The findings are summarized as: 

Discussion 
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 This study is a starting point: The observations noted 
here will be compared with findings for motion verbs in 
cOJ, which is an on-going study. 

 Once we know more about how classes of verbs and 
individual verbs work, including what arguments they 
select and how these arguments are marked for case, the 
information will be stored in our Lexicon file. 

◦ This will allow us to look for all verbs with the same 
argument realization patterns. 

 This will make comparisons between cOJ and later 
stages of the language possible, and also make 
comparisons between cOJ and other languages  
possible. 

Discussion 
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 Please see the paper version. 
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