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68

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?

 We investigated kog- 'row' in isolation and in then 
compounds, since compounding may affect 
semantic role assignment and/or case marking.
 Roles found with the verb kog- 'row' are:

– Agent: a volitional participant 
– Theme: a non-volitional participant
– Source: a starting point of motion
– Path: a space along which motion occurs
– Goal: an end point of motion (a destination)
– Location: a spatial or temporal reference point
– Instrument: a means for carrying out an action



69

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
���?=FL
 Marked with case particle no

��牽牛之         秋     滂   船 之         �浪 足 香             
     pikwoposi no aki  kogu pune no  nami   no   sawaki ka
     [name] GEN  fall  row   boat GEN wave GEN noise FOC
     [Is that] the noise of the waves from the boat, which
     Pikoposi rows in the autumn?
     (MYS.10.2047)



70

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
���?=FL
 Unmarked for case

��人  不榜  有 雲 知之                 
     pito  koga-zu araku mo   sirusi
     people row-NEG exist TOP evident
     Even people not rowing is evident…
     (MYS.3.258)



71

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
���?=FL
In isolation the role agent occurs 4 times

– the agent is case marked with genitive no 
twice, both times in a relative clause

– the agent is unmarked for case twice.



72

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
���?=FL
 In compounds the role agent occurs 13 times

– the agent is case marked with genitive ga 
7 times (kogi-ko- 'row-come', kogi-yuk- 
'row-go')

– the agent is case marked with genitive no 
3 times (kogi-(i)de- 'row-go.out' and kogi-
ko- 'row-come') 

– it is unmarked for case 3 times (kogi-(i)de- 
'row-go.out' and kogi-ko- 'row-come').



73

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��/@=E=
 Marked with case particle wo

��於保夫祢 乎        許芸 和 我               由気婆
     opopune   wo    kogi   wa  ga          yukeba
     HON.boat ACC  row   I     NOM      go.PROV
     Although I go, rowing the boat…
     (MYS.15.3627)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��/@=E=
 Unmarked for case
 Grammatical subject of kog- 

��山下 赤 乃 曽保船                奥       榜 所見         
     yamasita no ake no    sopopune oki pye       kogu miyu
     [place] GEN red GEN boat          ocean ALL row   EVID
     It seems the red boat of Yamashita rows to the ocean. 
     (MYS.3.270)



75

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��/@=E=
 In isolation the role theme occurs 10 times

– the theme is unmarked for case 8 times
– the theme is marked with accusative wo twice. 
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��/@=E=
 In compounds the role theme occurs 11 times

– the theme is unmarked for case 8 times (kogi-
(i)de- 'row-go.out', kogi-kakur- 'row-hide', kogi-ko- 
'row-come', kogi-watar- 'row-cross')

– the theme is marked with genitive no twice (kogi-
(i)de- 'row-go.out')

– the theme is marked with accusative wo once 
(kogi-(i)de- 'row-go.out').
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��.GMJ;=
 Marked with ablative ywo/ywori/yu/yuri

��従 浦          榜 将會
     ura   yu  kogi  apa-mu
     bay   ABL row meet-CONJ
     [The pilot boat] will probably meet [my boat],
     rowing from the bay. 
     (MYS.7.1200)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��.GMJ;=
 In isolation the role source occurs once

– the source is marked with the ablative particle 
once.

 In compounds the role source occurs 6 times
– the source is marked with the ablative particle 4 

times (kogi-de-ko- 'row-go.out-come', kogi-ko- 
'row-come', and kogi-yuk- 'row-go')

– The source is marked with particle wo once (kogi-
de- 'row-go.out')

– the source is unmarked for case once (kogi-de- 
'row-go.out').
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��,9L@
 Marked with accusative particle wo

��多流比女 能      宇良 乎    許具   不祢
     Tarupimye no    ura     wo  kogu   pune
     [place]       GEN  bay  ACC  row.ADN  boat
     The boat, rowing along Taruhime Bay…
     (MYS.18.4048)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��,9L@
 Marked with ablative ywo/ywori/yu/yuri

    毛美知婆 能 知良布          山辺 由          許具 布祢      
     momidiba no      tirapu   yamabye   yu   kogu  pune
     Maple leaf GEN fall      mountains ABL row   boat
     The boat, which rows along the mountains where the    
     maple leaves are falling…
     (MYS.15.3704)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��,9L@
 Unmarked for case

    射水 河   朝 己藝 思都追                     
     imidu kapa    asa        kogi   situtu
     [place name] morning row    do
     [The boat] is  rowing along Imizu River in the 
     morning...
     (MYS.19.4150)



82

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��,9L@
 In isolation the role path occurs 27 times

– the path is unmarked for case 17 times
– the path is marked with accusative particle wo 9 

times 
– the path is marked with the ablative particle once.
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��,9L@
 In compounds the role path occurs 18 times

– the path is unmarked for case 10 times (kogi-(i)de- 
'row-go.out', kogi-ko- 'row-come', kogi-megur- 
'row-go.around', kogi-mwi- 'row-turn', kogi-
tamotopor- 'row-go.back.and.forth', kogi-tamwi-
yuk- 'row-turn-go', kogi-watar- 'row-cross')

– the path is marked with accusative particle wo 7 
times (kogi-ko- 'row-come', kogi-mwi- 'row-turn', 
kogi-sugwi- 'row-pass', and kogi-watar- 'row-
cross')

– the path is marked with the ablative particle once 
(kogi-tamwi-yuk- 'row-turn-go').
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��#G9D
 Marked with allative particle pye

     山下 赤 乃 曽保船                  奥       榜 所見         
     yamasita no ake no   sopopune oki pye   kogu miyu
     [place] GEN red GEN boat       ocean ALL row EVID
     It seems the red boat of Yamashita rows to the    
     ocean.
     (MYS.3.270)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��#G9D
 Marked with dative particle ni

���於伎 敞 許芸          辺 爾     己伎見礼婆     
      oki      pye   kogi  pye  ni     kogi  mireba
      ocean ALL  row   area DAT row   see
      As I look, rowing to the ocean, rowing to the    
      shore…
      (MYS.17.3991)  
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��#G9D
In isolation the role goal occurs 6 times

– the goal is marked with dative particle ni 3 times
– the goal is marked with allative particle pye 3 

times.
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��#G9D
 In compounds the role goal occurs 10 times

– the goal is marked with dative particle ni 7 times 
(kogi-(i)de- 'row-go.out', kogi-kakur- 'row-hide', 
kogi-ko- 'row-come', kogi-pate- 'row-anchor', and 
kogi-watar- 'row-cross')

• kogi-mukap- the goal marked with ni is a person
– the goal is unmarked for case twice (kogi-kakur- 

'row-hide' and kogi-ko- 'row-come')
– the goal is marked with allative particle pye once 

(kogi-(i)de- 'row-go.out'). 
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��(G;9LAGF
 Marked with dative particle ni

    安佐奈芸 爾        倍 牟気 許我牟 等                     
     asanagi          ni      pe    muke  koga-mu    to
     morning calm DAT  bow  turn    row-CONJ CNJ
     In the morning calm  turning the bow intending to  
     row…
     (MYS.20.4398)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��(G;9LAGF
 Unmarked for case

    牽牛之�����秋��滂 �船 之 浪 足 香                               

     pikwoposi no aki   kogu pune no  nami   no   sawaki ka
     [name] GEN  fall  row   boat GEN wave GEN noise FOC
     [Is that] the noise of the waves from the boat, which 
     Pikoposi rows in the autumn?
     (MYS.10.2047)
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��(G;9LAGF
 In isolation the role location occurs 7 times

– the location is unmarked for case 5 times
– the location is marked with dative particle ni twice.
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.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��(G;9LAGF
 In compounds the role location occurs 9 times

– the location is unmarked for case 5 times (kogi-
(i)de- 'row-go.out', kogi-in- 'row-depart', kogi-ko- 
'row-come')

– the location is marked with dative particle ni 4 
times (kogi-ko- 'row-come' and kogi-watar- 'row-
cross').



92

.=E9FLA;�JGD=K�>GJ�CG?
��
%FKLJME=FL

 Only found once: in a compound with kogi-(i)de- 
'row-go.out'
 Unmarked for case

��真梶  榜出而      
     ma-kadi  kogi-dete
     PFX-oar row-go.out
     [They] start rowing at full oar, and…
     (MYS.7.1185)
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�9K=�H9JLA;D=K�>GJ�CG?

 Case particle usage for kog- in isolation
     
     Genitive no                            agent
     Accusative wo                       theme, path
     Ablative ywo, ywori, yu, yuri source, path
     Dative ni                                goal, location
     Allative pye                           goal



94

�9K=�H9JLA;D=K�>GJ�CG?

 Case particle usage for kog- in compounds
     
     Genitive ga                             agent
     Genitive no                             agent, theme
     Accusative wo                        theme, path, source
     Ablative ywo, ywori, yu, yuri   source, path
     Dative ni                                 goal, location
     Allative pye                             goal



95

.MEE9JQ�G>�<9L9
 58 of the 124 (47%) NPs occurring with kog- either 
in isolation or in compounds are not case marked.
 All semantic roles may appear without case 
marking.
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�GF;DMKAGFK
 There is no one-to-one correspondence between 
semantic roles and case particle:

– a given role can be case marked by different 
particles

– a given particle can mark different roles.
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�GF;DMKAGFK
 Because both themes and agents can be marked 
with genitive no, which marks grammatical subjects,  
the verb OJ kog- 'row' appears to be more similar to 
English sail 

– He sails the boat. The boat sails. 

 than to modern Japanese kog- 'row' 
– ōTar  ga fune o kogu. ?Fune ga kogu.
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